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Bhagat Singh ‘l'hind | -
Community Empowerment Award L

The Bhagat Singh Thind Community Empowerment Award recognizes
contributions by a Sikh in keeping with the Sikh spirit and tradition of seva

) (selfless serwce) The award is named in honor of Dr. Bhagat Singh Thind

'“(1892 1967), a ploneerlng Sikh American soldier, scholar, and activist. -

. Dr. Thlnd was born in Punjab and came to America'in 191 3. Ayear later,

he'was paymg his way through the University of Cahforma at Berkeley by

working in an Oregon lumber mill during summer vacations. When America - .
entered World War |, he joined the U.S.Army. He was honorably dlscharged in

Bhagat Singh Thind, 261 US 204). Iromcal!y, Dr Thmd apphed for and recelv d
U.S. citizenship through the state of New York within a few years of bemg
turned down by the U.S.Supreme Court.

Dr. Thind remained in the U.S., completed his Ph.D,, and authored 15..
books on various subjects He dehvered lectures in metaphysics across the N
nation basing his lessons on Sikh phllosophy Dr.Thind enriched his teachmg Fihs
with references to the scriptures of several religions and the work of Emerson, -
Whitman, and Thoreau He also campalgned actlvely for the lndependence of K

.Indla from the Bntlsh Empire.



