No.

Sir:

th February, 1927

“confidential”

I have the honour to again refer to your No. 5. of the 13t

ultime and to state that Dr. Bhagat Singh Thind spoke at the Detroit

City Club as per invitation paper attached yesterday the 14" instant on

the subject of “British Rule in India” and I herewith give a rough idea

of the statements he made during the speech:-

"I want you to lay aside all prejudice from your
thoughts about India so we can understand the situation. We
Indians know that the British people did not come to civilize us.
They were there first as traders organizing themselves into the
East India Corporation. India was in a transition period at the
time and the British said to the two opposing sides ‘What will
you give us?’ It reminds me of the fable of the two cats who
wish a piece of cheese divided between them. A monkey came along
and offered to assist. He divided the cheese, placing each piece
in a scale. One side was heavier, he bit off a part of that
until the monkey had all the cheese and the two cats stood gazing
at one another.

The want to be free. Why, I have not found
a single Indian who does not want to be ruled by his own people
There is no doubt about it. They differ a bit about the form of
government, but not as to who shall do the ruling.

India has had 165 years under their rule. 1In the
Punjab only 72 years. During all the time they have tried to
ruin the industrial life of India. You have heard of the
ignorance of India, of 78% not being able to read or write. This
is an example of the effect of British rule. You hear them
boast all the time that they are in India to civilize us.
Remember there was civilization in India at a time when the
westerners were savages the bark of trees. One by
one the industries of India have been killed. We had formerly a
wonderful textile industry, a leather industry, a
industry. They have all been killed. Imagine the result in your
country if all your industries were ruined - imagine the poverty.




poverty of the people, the unrest - the distress. Your people
would have to go
back to the soil and would die by the millions.

It is a fact that Indian raw material is shipped to
Lancashire in England, manufactured, and sent back to India where
the goods are sold for less than Indian goods manufactured in
their own country!

Human nature has never evolved willingly. They do not only
want to be free, they must be free. The same thing applied
everywhere in Europe. The walls of the countries will have to
break up and all Europe unite to compete with American Business.

At the time when the British entered India one of their
leaders said ‘We have lost Amerca by our blunders, let us not
lose India’. One method has been to keep the people in
ignorance. India wants schools for children. The effort has
been crushed, the reason being given that the expense was too
great, that there were no funds, etc. This of the
revenues is used for military purposes. What is the economic
status of India? The lowest in the world under British rule. If
they are going to keep us down all the time they may break us but
we will break them to smithereens, too. An Englishman is more
looked down upon than any other westerner.

An American sits down and talks with the world, with
Chinese and Japanese but an Englishman assumes the attitude that
when God spoke, he spoke to the Englishman.

China is ready to strike for the sake of the Orient. They
want to deal justly with America. I am a man without a country
for the United States has taken away my citizenship. But it is
better to be a man without a country than a citizen of an
enslaved country.

An Indian is a Caucasian but is he allowed to go to
, to Australia, to New Zealand?

India gave 1,500,000 men for military
the World War and Indian solders
all fields of warfare. Indian soldiers
to fight the battles of the
spoke into the
doesn’t kill your

the British are serving

their own words every time they anything

for India. The recent movement giving a body of
Indians is merely a toy. They ten years the plan
will be reviged and that India needs will be
given. But to be the judge of what India
needs? , of course. 1India wants

She wants to control her own affaires. British rule
is absolutely . Mr. Ghandi always believed that the

British would give India after the war




but he has been disillusioned. I am not a radical; I do not
believe in killing. I have lots of English friends. I am not an
English hater - I only hate injustice.

Seventy-five per cent of the people would be satisfied if
India would be given the same status as Canada or RAustralia.
They say Canada for Canadians, Australia for Australians - why
not India for Indians?

As to Civil Service in India, it isn’t civil neither is it
service. It is a graft and I am going to show you by the
official figures. I have here the book “The Political Future of
India” by Lasput Rei. 2America, the richest country in the world
pays its president $75,000 per year while the Viceroy of India,
the poorest country in the world, is paid $84,000 besides many

and allowances. Cabinet officers and members of
Congress in the United States are paid from $5000 to §
while the council in India is paid $25,000 each and all this
money comes from India, also the expense of the India House in
London. It comes from the payer who has to pay a
land tax of 30%. Of this is spent for military
purposes. India wants to put a heavy tariff on all foreign goods
so as to foster her own industries.

If England is sincere and really wants to help India she
can stay there provided she does not oppress the people. 2all the

Orient resents her . The British are there for
economic and if we can hit her pocket book she
will where she doesn’t otherwise. The

is all wrong. If they would
might be our friends. Is the average Englishman better than the
average Hind ?  Why because of ?

[LAST PARAGRAPH ON THIS PAGE - 3 - ILLEGIBLE]

I do not agree with the movement of all English speaking
people. This will be defeated. What we want is
justice to all people whatever their . Anything else
will go down sooner or later, it is just a matter of time. As to
how all the people of India feel about these things, you know you
can pick out a single grain of and tell whether or not
the quantity is , 80 I am only one but I am speaking for
all my people.

From the sale of my books I am accumulating money for the
education of Indian students in this country and American
students in India that both may benefit. The of
ideas of scientific knowledge for spiritual knowledge is needed.
To obtain spiritual knowledge means

The speaker quoted from England’s to India by
Lajput Rei and Sir Wm. Digby’s “ British India”.
2. The morning papers have not yet published the speech

but I feel that a lot of publicity will be given to his statements

especially by the Hearst paper, the Detroit Daily Times, and I would



especially request that I be given instructions as to the attitude
which I should adopt to combat the above mentioned statements.

3. At present I have been unsuccessful in locating the
whereabouts of Syud Hussein although I have quietly approached the
Chief of Detectives in this city, who happens to be a Scotsman, on the
subject.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant

ARTHUR

ACTING BRITISH CONSUL









L

e prat
i
.r%’p‘& e& :

: I;.; "__" "J‘W 8-
A R ¥ i 4
;ﬂﬁ el e
3 '-"E"::A-ﬂr
3,}& i, y—
Vo nen-f? }s
! i __"'. 3

by w







d. » manifusto ta he
Amsrican -publle lzwucd Festertay.
Haading the st 6¢ stgners ware the
namss of Professor John Dewwy of

L BYENING POST.
DU FREECOM

fany nalions snd making mickery
af all qur efforts after peacs.”

Soes Britzln Under Bctuttny. . |- A masifesto, 1mied by tai Tndla In-1 Boudage
uh:: the .:r‘uw&oll% alu!h “pesple 2 “THfepedencs Leagué of America and
B:iul: h'::lnixi.'.n;:ﬁ- -1 4 . §iignid by John Dewsy, Dewald Oarvison|

gar 4 f Vilart, Noomaa Thosmas and Jabn,

Indleats whether the London Ni Ha ~ Hoimas, jund =

Arme Caofsrencs ragreswits n sine| Rovert oty il Rayoes Eolmae amang otham, wlll B ifnton; Devers Allm, editor of The
cure offort for {nterantiosal coopara- | ¢ World Tomorrow; Dr. Charl
tioa ar meralyan attempt ta stabiilx

and
X SRR

Fastosays. : ;
Great Britaln cannot justlfy mill
"y measures In Indie oo Lhe &7g

‘BROOKLYN DAILY EAGLE
) An Blilirial arkicle in (fe isue af Feb 18:£30
- Indiaa “Pivot of Peate:  © T e
supposs ' that tbe ey Dr.’ Jabex chain of WaArs may concelmbly fallow
s Svnasriand riapd Jriws his Inds Iarly el a vislenl reprossion,
thers gtudying religioms -
hax! writier' several thoughHul
' 1o Rindustan. That Dr.

Thammedans ard the Hindia togzther, India
Noks up with the ather Molem contaels of the |-
Brithh Empirz, and Lhere 12 no more Impariant




